ENGAGEMENT READINESS 

EVALUATION

A Tool to Help Singles Prepare for a Great Marriage

The pastoral staff of City Bible Church has developed this evaluation as a tool for couples to use as they approach engagement.  Its purpose is to help couples carefully consider their readiness in several different areas, both natural and spiritual.  Each party is encouraged to fill out the evaluation independently in a spirit of honesty and vulnerability.  At that point, the responses can be shared and we believe good discussion and communication will result.  If desired, the evaluations can also be shared with a pastoral advisor to help speak into any areas where advice would help in the relationship.

I.
GENERAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION







II.  
RELATIONSHIP HISTORY









My boyfriend/girlfriend and I have been currently dating since




Describe how you met and what attracted you to her/him.

Please check all that apply:

· I have never been married before.

· I have been married previously.  Length of marriage:





· I am widowed.  

Date:




· I am legally divorced.  
Date:




I believe the reason for the breakup of this marriage was





I tried to reconcile with my former spouse by






I believe that, from a biblical viewpoint, I am free to remarry because



· I still have financial obligations to a former spouse.

· I have never been married but have lived with a partner.  

Length of relationship?




This relationship ended because








· I have children from a previous marriage or relationship.


How many?

Ages?


Gender?






My relationship with my children is:

· Healthy

· Inconsistent

· Strained

· I have custody and they live with me.

· My former spouse has visitation privileges.

· They live with my former spouse but I have

visitation privileges.

Other comments about my children:








· I have previously been sexually involved and I believe I have biblically resolved any issues in the following ways:

· Repentance

· I have asked for forgiveness of any person whom I wronged.

· I have received forgiveness from them.

III.
FAMILY BACKGROUND










As I was growing up, my family’s financial condition could be described as:

· Financially well off

· Adequate

· Inconsistent

· Poor

My boyfriend’s/girlfriend’s experience would differ from mine in the following ways: 

I would describe the emotional environment of the home I grew up in as



As I look back on my family history, I would say that the characteristics or tendencies passed from one generation to the next are 








What I most learned from my parent’s marriage is







IV.
SPIRITUAL COMPATIBILITY








Pastoral Insight:

II Corinthians 6:14,15 The Apostle Paul clearly counsels against a believer and an unbeliever being joined together in marriage.  The foundation of a good marriage is the unity between both partners.  We encourage you to consider carefully your spiritual compatibility.  If one of you has never received Christ, we would strongly recommend that you put your relationship on hold or end it altogether.  Discussing this with a pastor would be a great step to helping you evaluate whether your relationship should be pursued at this time.  Below are several spiritual markers that will help you consider whether you are compatible in your spiritual maturity.
Please check all that apply:

Salvation:

· I am a born again Christian.       


Date:





· I believe in God but am not sure what it means to be “Born Again.”

· I am not an evangelical Christian but belong to another religion:



Water Baptism:

· I have only been baptized as an infant.

· I was baptized in water by immersion.   
Date:





· I have not been baptized by immersion but would like to be. 

· I have never been baptized by immersion and am not certain where I stand on this issue.

Baptism in the Holy Spirit:

· I’ve been baptized in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues.

Date:





· I have a sense of the Holy Spirit in my life but have never spoken in tongues.

· I‘m not sure what it means to be baptized in the Holy Spirit.

Please evaluate your spiritual life and circle your applicable response on this scale.
 Strongly Agree
 Somewhat Agree
 Uncertain
 Somewhat Disagree
 Strongly Disagree

I am living in obedience to Biblical Principles.
5
4
3
2
1

I read my Bible regularly and try to apply it to my life.
5
4
3
2
1

I pray daily as a source of spiritual strength.
5
4
3
2
1

I am a committed member of my local church.
5
4
3
2
1

     Name of church:                






I tithe and give as an act of obedience to God.
5
4
3
2
1

I give my time to help and serve others.
5
4
3
2
1

In considering the above areas of spiritual maturity, I believe my boyfriend/girlfriend is different from me in the following ways:









In evaluating our relationship from a spiritual perspective:


 Strongly Agree
 Somewhat Agree
 Uncertain
 Somewhat Disagree
 Strongly Disagree

I have sincerely prayed about this relationship.
5
4
3
2
1

I believe it is God’s will for me to marry this person.
5
4
3
2
1

I believe this marriage would enhance my usefulness to the Lord.
5
4
3
2
1

We regularly pray together on our dates.
5
4
3
2
1

We enjoy reading the Bible together and discussing spiritual things.
5
4
3
2
1

We are both committed to discovering and using our talents for the Lord.
5
4
3
2
1

V.
PARENTAL AND SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY






In evaluating our relationships with the authorities in our life:


 Strongly Agree
 Somewhat Agree
 Uncertain
 Somewhat Disagree
 Strongly Disagree

I believe I have a healthy respect for authorities.
5
4
3
2
1

I believe my boyfriend/girlfriend has a healthy respect for authorities.
5
4
3
2
1

The area of greatest struggle with authorities in my life has been 





Our relationships with our parents could be described in the following ways:
 Close, Intimate
 Cordial, Respectful
 Distant, Superficial
 Strained, Difficult
 Combative

My relationship with my mother
5
4
3
2
1

My boyfriend’s/girlfriend’s relationship with my mother
5
4
3
2
1

My relationship with my boyfriend’s/girlfriend’s mother
5
4
3
2
1

My relationship with my father
5
4
3
2
1

My boyfriend’s/girlfriend’s relationship with my father
5
4
3
2
1

My relationship with my boyfriend’s/girlfriend’s father
5
4
3
2
1

If we asked our parents, pastor and close friends how they feel about our relationship and the possibility of us getting married, they would probably respond in the following ways:
 Supportive
 Willing/ Agreeable
 Indifferent
 Hesitant
 Against

My mother
5
4
3
2
1

My father
5
4
3
2
1

My boyfriend’s/girlfriend’s mother
5
4
3
2
1

My boyfriend’s/girlfriend’s father
5
4
3
2
1

My primary spiritual advisor or pastor
5
4
3
2
1

My closest friends
5
4
3
2
1

If any of our parents have reservations about our relationship, the concerns they have expressed are












If any of our close friends has reservations, the concerns they have expressed are


VI. 
RELATIONAL COMPATIBILITY









Ability to resolve conflict:

So far in our relationship, we have had problems or disagreements about




We resolved them by











MYSELF

MY POTENTIAL SPOUSE

Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never
At times my boyfriend/girlfriend or I resort to using wrong means to get our own way.
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never

5
4
3
2
1
a. Bullying tactics (name calling, meanness, control)
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
b. Manipulation (silent treatment, overreacting emotionally, threats)
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
c. Denial
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
d. Letting things slide
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
e. Storing up resentments
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
f.  Sulking
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
g. Blame-shifting
5
4
3
2
1

Comments:







MYSELF

MY POTENTIAL SPOUSE

Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never
We try to use biblical skills to resolve problems.
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never

5
4
3
2
1
a. Bring things up with a willingness to talk
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
b. Find it easy to express true feelings
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
c. Good listener
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
d. Normally pray for help
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
e. Easily ask for forgiveness when wrong
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
f.  Readily offer forgiveness when asked
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
g. Feel comfortable initiating prayer together
5
4
3
2
1

Comments:





MYSELF

MY POTENTIAL SPOUSE

Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never
Relational Impediments
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never

5
4
3
2
1
a. Verbal abuse
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
b. Physical abuse
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
c. Frequent lying
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
d. Jealousy
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
e. Compulsive spending
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
f.  Exhibiting paranoiac fears
5
4
3
2
1

Comments:





MYSELF

MY POTENTIAL SPOUSE

Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never
Moral Purity
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never

5
4
3
2
1
a. Tendency to tempt the other sexually or physically
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
b. Uses provocative language
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
c. Engages in questionable entertainment
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
d. Questions our set boundaries of physical purity
5
4
3
2
1

Comments:





MYSELF

MY POTENTIAL SPOUSE

Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never
Character Qualities
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never

5
4
3
2
1
a. Fully trustworthy
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
b. Loves to help and serve others
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
c. Grateful, appreciative
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
d. Hard working, diligent
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
e. Respectful
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
f.  Frequently angry
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
g. Encourages others
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
h. Jealous
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
i.  Optimistic
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
j.  Selfish
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
k. Plans ahead
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
l.  Healthy self-image
5
4
3
2
1

Comments:





MYSELF

MY POTENTIAL SPOUSE

Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never
Communication Skills
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never

5
4
3
2
1
a. Easy to talk to, approachable
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
b. Complimentary (sincere, not flattering)
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
c. Courteous
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
d. Listens well
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
e. Understands what I’m saying
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
f.  Apologizes when necessary
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
g. Resorts to swearing when frustrated
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
h. Yells when upset
5
4
3
2
1

Comments:





MYSELF

MY POTENTIAL SPOUSE

Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never
Financial Skills
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never

5
4
3
2
1
a. Impulse buyer
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
b. Likes to budget
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
c. Generous to others
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
d. Saves money
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
e. Pays bills on time
5
4
3
2
1

Comments:




 Strongly Agree
 Somewhat Agree
 Uncertain
 Somewhat Disagree
 Strongly Disagree

Considering the above information, if my potential spouse never changes, I am willing to accept them as they presently are.
5
4
3
2
1

VII. 
LOOKING AT OUR EXPECTATIONS








Pastoral Insight:

Genesis 2:24 This scripture reference clearly states that a man and woman should leave their parents and be joined in unity to one another.  This can involve emotional, geographical and financial considerations.  Couples are encouraged to look at these areas and discuss their expectations openly with one another.
MYSELF

MY POTENTIAL SPOUSE

 Strongly Agree
 Somewhat Agree
 Uncertain
 Somewhat Disagree
 Strongly Disagree
Readiness to obey the biblical instruction to “leave” other relational attachments
 Strongly Agree
 Somewhat Agree
 Uncertain
 Somewhat Disagree
 Strongly Disagree

5
4
3
2
1
a. Emotionally break from parents
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
b. Financially break from parents
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
c. Put our relationship before all other possessions
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
d. Give up the right to make independent decisions
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
e. Adjust relationships to friends of the opposite sex
5
4
3
2
1

Comments:



MYSELF

MY POTENTIAL SPOUSE

 Strongly Agree
 Somewhat Agree
 Uncertain
 Somewhat Disagree
 Strongly Disagree
Desire to “cleave” to one another and work on developing oneness
 Strongly Agree
 Somewhat Agree
 Uncertain
 Somewhat Disagree
 Strongly Disagree

5
4
3
2
1
a. Willing to become accountable to the other
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
b. Willing to communicate openly with vulnerability
5
4
3
2
1

5
4
3
2
1
c. Willing to spend time during our engagement talking about our expectations
5
4
3
2
1

Comments:






Myself:	


Name:					


Address:				


					


					


Phone:					


E-mail:					


Date of Birth:	        /	          /		


                         	Day	Month	   Year


Place of Birth:				


Ethnic Background:			





Highest level of education completed:


High school       


Some college


College Graduate 


Current occupation:			


Length of employment 


at current job:				


      		   Years		Months





My Boyfriend/Girlfriend:	


Name:					


Address:				


					


					


Phone:					


E-mail:					


Date of Birth:	        /	          /		


                         	Day	Month	   Year


Place of Birth:				


Ethnic Background:			





Highest level of education completed:


High school       


Some college


College Graduate 


Current occupation:			


Length of employment 


at current job:				


      		   Years		Months
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